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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE-rt;'';;t1f is oue of three builuin5s * Colunius;iiibh,;hil'ih;influence of
f L. Rn*,nsc^rra q*.rr'l n -ha l'rrJ l.]i.:": CO:Si_.t: Cf a Ce:tfa] n.aSS 4nrrr J--i,c c^r'^.F-w--* !Lv.,ro-rcDriuc Dulvau. -rrc uuar\ _ a Ce:tfarL Ii.ESS.vtA '.eJo o\lu@rL, With
ea:t-;ii:si nasses si;: ba1-s l-org arJ two L*;-s:t1jc attachedon the north anC south; a foursior;; tclitr is ce;'":'ally.lrrace,l ar i;:c:-o::1, e::d, rith its base projecting; sli5htii. liro
'ul.at el-eva;io::. lach nass f,as a stee;i;.,;:lt,cheC sl-ate roof, the tower hai a "qlaru!;:ra:rr1,ia1 ioof, a::l t!,ere are prorni:-.e:-.i, pa::apet gables on the ends of the east-i+est, win
--ia:fting iire gatles ii"n.J a'; tne cor-r:ers of tne tower are octagonal corner buttresses
cappeC wiih conical finials.

Tne el-evations cor-rsisi of a higr base;i,ert of rock-faceC ashlar limestone beneath
si:iooth brick r+al-ls, -n:it,h a s+,ring collrse t,eiwee^l t,he first and second floors and mac]:l-
colations under the eaves. The basenent -w:ind.ows are deeply recessed square openings;
those above have only slight reveafs, ald- are topped with round arches of head.er eoursl
A1l- windor+s have -r,iteir original tuo-ove{double-hung sash; those of the secorrd. floor
additior,ally had large transorn lights, now repiaced with solid panels. In each of the
gables there are two fixed single-g1azed square nindows ln file with the openlngs be.Iow
^-.{ +l^^ ^'-^-. l^ t:ll ^-r --:!L J! f 1-- t , -ral*Ll r/.iru dlie,'! J-b fil1ed with dlagonally lald cor.rsing.

The treatnent of the tower on ihe nain (ncrlh) elevation ls the bullding's prlnclp
feature. In the base, ihe main enfrance is recessed wlthin a large round a"rch, whose
srnooth surfaces contrast'*ith the rock-faced cor-irsi4g frorn whlch it sprlngs. There are
two sets of entranee doors; outer weather d.oors and heavlly canred inner doors. A.I1
doors are double glazed. leaves, r+5.th trz.nson and side llghts. Tnaedlat6fy beneath tbe
inpost of the a.rch on elther slde are inscrlptions xlth the date. of, constructloa and. thr
nanes of the architeet and bulldert the the wal1 above the enbryr'a large tabilet 1lsts
the nanes of the nayor and clty counctl. lte two windows on ttre:seeond story of the
tower are rectangular, with no vislbly erpressed llntel; dlreetly a,bove then is a tabl-e,
wlth the buildir:g's name. At the thfud floor 1eve1 a single round rindow r+lth four
lights set inside header courslng ls centered on the north waI1. A strlng course
separates the third and for:rLh tower levels above them, wooden louvers f111 rnasonry
openings ident,ial- to those of the second floor xind.ows, and brackets of corbelled brlck
e;:bend beneath a maso[ry reveal just belor,i the crcHn mould of the eave,

All interior walls and floor systems are wood frane, st111 in good condltion.
roof structure consists of large ti:nber trusses bearing on the exLerior masonrSr wa1-
nasonry shows no signs of settlernent or deterloratlon.
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SPECIFIC DATES BU ILDER/ARCH ITECT Cirarles F. 3Parrell

STATEM ENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

The Columbus City ilail is significant both in its architectural design and in its
architect, Charles F. SParre1l.

In style, the Clty Ha11 conbines elernents of two Victorlan Roinanesque revlvals'
The expans"" of smoothlwall'and. the shallow wlnd"ow reveals are typical of the earlier
Roinane-sqr" n."i".f of 1840-1880. The rocl<-faced. coursing of the basemenir corner

buttresses, and parbicularly the treatment of the central arched- entry derive frorn the

Richar"dsonian Romanesque *oiu. the bu11d'ing is a conseratlve attempt to reconcile the

d"eslre to use then-fashionable Richardsonian d'evices with established nethods of
constructlon. The occurance of the Ronanesque Revival in Col-r:,nbus is li:iiited' to
three bulld.ings; of these, the city Hal1 ls the nost inpressive exarnple'

Charles F.-spr-t"ll r+as Colunlus' ooly practicirrg archltect ln the nineteenth

cent'r;r. S1ngell's connlsstons in tne t8b0's Here numerous, ad ineluded large school

"bul1d.|ggp., ionn"""ls,l structrres and residences, but the Clty Ha11,is his best:known
'rork.* $$t!il-roSJr;* only archltect {n'co}nbus to design bui1dfu:gs ln the"

Ronanesque Revlval style. --i,-- !L-r L..r1.rr-.plans for a ner clty ha1l bulldlng have been d.rar*n; when that bullding ls conpletet

aelr u,,ses wl]-[ have ts be found for the-old'clty Hal1.

As the city Hall the building_has_been a maior structure in the lives of columbus

residents. It has served ir in."rocit point foi municipal political and governmental

activities in columbus for almost eighty-five years.
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